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GREATER CHENNAICORPORATION
PRESS RELEASE

PR.No.es8 Date: 07112026

Special Arrangements for Separate Collection and Safe Disposal of Diwali Firecracker

Waste - GCC Appeals to the Public for Cooperation

As per the instructions of the Commissioner of Greater Chennai Corporation,
Thiru. Dr. G. S. Sameeran, LA S, special arrangements have been made by the Solid Waste
Management Department of the Greater Chennai Corporation for the separate collection
and safe disposal of firecracker waste generated during the Diwali festival in the Chennai

Corporation limits.

Further, the Greater Chennai Corporation has been continuously conducting
awareness programmes in schools, colleges and public gathering places to educate the public
on the proper handling of firecracker waste and the importance of its separate collection.
Awareness audio messages regarding firecracker waste are also being broadcast through the

Corporation's battery-operated BOV vehicles.

Therefore, the public is requested to collect firecracker waste generated in their
houses and residential areas separately, without mixing it with other household waste, and
hand it over to the Greater Chennai Corporation conservancy workers visiting their

respective areas.

Further, the administrators of residential complexes classified as Bulk Waste
Generators (BWGs) are requested to collect all firecracker waste generated within their
premises separately at a designated location, without mixing it with other waste, and hand it

over to the Corporation’s conservancy workers.

For the separate collection of firecracker waste, the Greater Chennai Corporation
has distributed 30,000 specially designated bags (Specialized Bags), each with a capacity of 50
kg, to conservancy workers. The workers will separately collect the firecracker waste
received from the public in these bags. For this purpose, 600 personnel and 350 vehicles

have been deployed by the Greater Chennai Corporation.

The separately collected firecracker waste will be transported by the Corporation

and disposed of safely through appropriate methods.

In addition, intensive Mass cleaning operations will be undertaken by the Greater
Chennai Corporation during the Diwali festival days. In particular, night-time road
sweeping and cleaning operations using mechanical sweepers and conservancy workers

will be intensified.



Guidelines to be Followed by the Public While Bursting Firecrackers During the Diwali

Festival
Doss:

e The public should burst only Green Crackers, which generate lower levels of air
pollution and noise.

e The public should burst firecrackers only during the time slots permitted by the
Government of Tamil Nadu, ie, from 6.00 AM to 700 AM and from 7.00 PM to 8.00
PM.

e Firecracker waste should be collected separately without mixing it with other
household waste and handed over to the Greater Chennai Corporation conservancy
workers.

e In the event of a fire while bursting firecrackers, the public should immediately

spray water to extinguish the fire and prevent major accidents.
Donts:

e Avoidbursting series crackers, which generate excessive noise.

e Avoid bursting firecrackers in silence zones such as hospitals, schools, courts and
places of worship.

e Avoid bursting firecrackers near huts and other areas that are highly vulnerable to
fire accidents.

e Strictly avoid piling up firecrackers and firecracker waste and setting fire to them.

e Avoidbursting firecrackers near electrical transformers.

e Never throw burning firecrackers into garbage bins.

Therefore, the public is requested to burst firecrackers safely during the Diwali festival
and collect the resulting waste separately without mixing it with biodegradable and non-
biodegradable waste. They are also requested not to dump firecracker waste on roads,
streets, stormwater drains or in public places, and instead hand it over to the Corporation's

conservancy workers visiting their respective areas.

The Greater Chennai Corporation sincerely appeals to all members of the public to
extend their full cooperation to these special initiatives of the Corporation to keep Chennai

clean and safe.

Issued by : Joint Director/Public Relations Officer,

Greater Chennai Corporation



