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GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
PRESSRELEASE
PR.Nou4s9 Dated:09.09.2026
Consultation Meeting Held Between GCC Commissioner Dr. GS.Sameeran, IAS,and UNEP
Representatives Regarding Urban Heat Mitigation Plan

A consultation meeting was held today (09.09.2026) at the Ripon Building Conference
Hall under the chairmanship of Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner Dr.GS.
Sameeran, IAS, with representatives from the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) to advance collaborative efforts in mitigating urban heat across Chennai.

The meeting was attended by Joint Commissioner (Works) Mr. S. Saravanan, 1AS,
UNEP Programme Manager Benjamin Hickman, Senior Advisors Aarti Nain, Durganand
Balsavar, Manikandan Parameswaran, the Project Management Unit from the Auroville
Consulting Team, and senior GCC officials.

Strategic Focus on Sustainable Cooling

The discussion focused on identifying pathways to implement sustainable cooling
solutions across Chennai by integrating Passive Cooling Solutions (PCS) and Nature-based
Solutions (NbS). The primary priority areas discussed include:

e Naturebased Solutions (NbS) & Green Infrastructure: Integrating shaded walkways,
permeable surfaces, and urban greening initiatives in high-heat zones across the city.

e PCS Retrofitting for Green Schools: Expanding the existing ‘Cool Roof’ initiatives
across GCC.run schools and retrofitting them using Passive Cooling techniques.

e« GCC PCS Guidelines & Thermal Standards: Formulating climate resilient building
design models and thermal comfort standards tailored for public infrastructure,
including government of fices and hospitals.

o Digital Tools & Urban Planning: Incorporating real time microclimate modelling into
GCCss Digital Twin’ platform to enable evidence based urban planning.

o District Cooling Systems: Assessing the feasibility of District Cooling and Cooling-as-a-
Service (CaaS) models for new and redevelopment projects undertaken by the GCC.

This joint initiative underscores Greater Chennai Corporation's commitment to climate-

resilient urban development, positioning Chennai as a pioneer in implementing scalable and
evidence based heat mitigation strategies.
Issued By: Joint Director/Public Relations Officer,

Greater Chennai Corporation.



