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GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
PRESS RELEASE
PR No: 455 Date: 08.092026

Town Planning Department - Identifying Dangerous Structures - Guidelines and
Procedures to prevent danger to occupants, passersby or occupiers of neighbouring structures -
Issued

It is submitted that a detailed guidelines, duties and responsibilities are to be issued for
taking action against the dilapidated conditions of buildings.

The following guidelines, duties are responsibilities are to be issued.

1. The divisional Assistant Engineer ; Junior Engineer must identify dangerous buildings
within their respective divisions during routine site inspections and inform the unit
Assistant Executive Engineer and Zonal Executive Engineer.

2. Thesite shall be inspected by the Assistant Engineer, Assistant Executive Engineer, and
Executive Engineer to assess the nature, age, and condition of the building.

3. Officials must verify whether there is any pending court case regarding the property or
building between the owner and the tenants.

4. If a court case is pending or specific directions have been issued by the Hon'ble Court,
the same must be strictly complied with.

5. If the Zonal Executive Engineers cannot conclusively assess the structural stability of a
building, the matter must be referred to the Public Works Department (PWD), Anna

University, or II'T Madras to obtain a formal structural stability certificate



6. Based on the obtained report, if any repair work is recommended for the structure, the
building owner must be instructed to carry it out within a reasonable timeframe
depending on the scope of repairs. The orders to issue this notice must be obtained from
the respective Regional Joint or Deputy Commissioner.

7. If the report explicitly suggests demolition of the dangerous building to prevent risk, a
notice under Section 258 of the Chennai City Municipal Corporation Act shall be
issued to the building owner. A copy of this notice, along with the report obtained from
PWD, Anna University, or IIT Madras, must also be sent to the tenants.

8. If the owner fails to comply with the notice, the building will be demolished by the
Greater Chennai Corporation, and the demolition costs will be recovered from the
owner.

9. The divisional Assistant Engineer ; Junior Engineer and the unit Assistant Executive
Engineer are hereby instructed to take necessary action and strictly follow these
guidelines to identify dangerous buildings, thereby preventing risks to occupants,
passersby, or neighboring residents.

10. These guidelines and procedures apply toboth private and Government buildings.

1. Any person who disobeys orders or refuses to vacate a dangerous structure may be

removed with the assistance of police officials.

Issued By: Joint Director ; Public Relations Officer,

Greater Chennai Corporation.



