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Greater Chennai Corporation
Press Release
PR.Noa3as7 Dated: 05.08.2026

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICER,
CHENNAIDISTRICT, TAMIL NADU

An application was received from the contesting candidate, Thiru M K. Stalin, seeking
the Checking and Verification (C&V) of the Burnt Memory/Microcontroller of 14 Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) used in the 13 Kolathur Assembly Constituency of Chennai District
during the General Elections to the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, 2026.

Accordingly, in compliance with the guidelines of the Election Commission of India,
the EVM Strong Room located at the EVM & VVPAT Warehouse, Arunachalam Street,
Chintadripet, Chennai, was opened on 29072026 in the presence of the authorised
representatives of the applicant candidate, the authorised representatives of the other
contesting candidates and the representatives of recognised political parties. Thereafter, the
process of Checking and Verification of the burnt memory/microcontroller of the EVMs
commenced on the same day.

For carrying out the Checking and Verification process, the Election Commission of
India deputed one Engineer and two Assistant Engineers from Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL). The Checking and Verification was carried out by the BEL engineers in the presence of
the authorised representatives of the applicant candidate, the authorised representatives of the
other contesting candidates. The exercise was undertaken on the EVMs pertaining to the 14
polling stations selected by the applicant candidate.

During the verification process, the diagnostic test of the EVMs were comprehensively
demonstrated and clarifications were provided to all the queries raised by the authorised
representatives of the applicants candidate then and there. A mock poll was conducted on all
14 EVM sets and the votes recorded during the mock poll were duly verified. The
corresponding VVPAT slips were also counted, establishing that the votes recorded in the
EVMs matched exactly with the VVPAT paper slips in front of the authorised representatives
of the applicant candidate respectively.

The BEL engineers certified that no modification or tampering was found in the Burnt



Memory /Microcontroller of the EVMs,VVPATs. A copy of the certification was furnished to
the applicant candidate.

The Checking and Verification of all 14 sets of EVMs pertaining to the 13. Kolathur
Assembly Constituency in Chennai District was completed successfully on 05082026, in
accordance with the guidelines and procedures prescribed by the Election Commission of
India.

District Election Officer & Commissioner,
Greater Chennai Corporation,

Chennai-600003.

Issued By: Joint Director/Public Relations Officer,

Greater Chennai Corporation.



